LEGISLATIVE REPORT

JOE UECKER

SERVING THE 66™ DISTRICT

Dear Neighbors:

Since the beginning of this General Assembly, one of the top priorities for members of
the Ohio House of Representatives has been the revitalization of our economy. My
colleagues and I understand that making our state a more attractive place for companies
to locate and create jobs is essential to our success as a state, and we have spent the last
several years working on legislation to achieve this goal.

Three years ago, we implemented the largest overhaul to our tax code in recent memory.
We cut personal income taxes by 21 percent and eliminated several onerous business
taxes in order to make our state more competitive for businesses and families. These
reforms continue to be phased in as part of the state budget passed last year.

More recently, we passed an economic stimulus package that invests $1.57 billion in our
economy in areas such as infrastructure, biomedical research, advanced energy and
higher education. It also includes a component that will help our communities clean up
vacant industrial sites and preserve green spaces.
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St ot o I firmly believe that improving Ohio’s economy begins with investments in our people

and in new business ventures. You can find more information about our efforts to reform

* Commerce and Labor our tax code and create new jobs inside this newsletter.

(vice-chair)

® Alternative Energy As always, I welcome your thoughts and concerns about any of the matters we discuss at
e Health the Statehouse. Hearing from you allows me to best represent your views and opinions on
o Criminal Justice legislation. Contact information for my office can be found at the end of this newsletter.
e Local and Municipal .

Government and Urban Sincerely,

Revitalization

e Public Utilities

Joe Uecker
State Representative
Ohio House District 66

‘ N ] ith hundreds of separate pieces of legislation to consider every year, legislators
in Columbus need the opinions, advice and specialized knowledge of their

constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed
NEED S knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.

YOUR HELP

YOUR LEGISLATOR

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because you
are providing us with knowledge we need to make well-informed decisions. &R
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Bringing New Jobs to Ohio

Making sure that we have a strong economic
environment to foster growth and job creation is key
to our success as a state. In recent weeks, my
colleagues and I approved a new plan that will bring
jobs to Ohio while at the same time ensuring we are
not burdening future generations of taxpayers with
new debt.

In an attempt to stimulate economic development and
job creation, the governor announced earlier this year
that he wanted to borrow $1.7 billion over the next 25
years. However, that package would have cost
taxpayers almost $3 billion when adding both the
principal and interest payments. Fortunately, members
of the Ohio Legislature were able
.. to work with the governor and

4 | bring forth a new plan that

™ benefits the state economically

By while drastically reducing the
amount of debt and speeding up

¥ the benefits to Ohio’s economy by
almost a year.

Our proposal, House Bill 554, provides $1.57 billion
for job creation in the areas of biomedical research,
advanced energy, infrastructure and higher education.
This includes allowing voters to decide if we should
continue funding for the Clean Ohio Fund — a program
that helps revitalize brownfields in our
communities and preserves green spaces
and natural areas.

One major component of the economic
stimulus package is a partnership with
the private sector to encourage and
incentivize investments in higher
education. This includes providing internships and
cooperative learning programs that allow students to
gain valuable work experience while earning a degree.
By working in this partnership we can help to match
the talents of our students to the job opportunities the
market demands.

These efforts come on the heels of our efforts to lower
taxes for all Ohioans. In the past two state budgets, my
colleagues and I implemented a 21 percent across-the-
board personal income tax cut for all Ohioans. It was

the largest tax cut of its kind in
Ohio history and is still being
phased in today. These savings
allow Ohioans to spend more of
their hard- earned dollars in any
way they see fit.

In addition to our tax reforms, this past summer we
passed another historic low-growth budget that
included more tax cuts for Ohioans and investments
targeted for job growth. We expanded the Homestead
Exemption providing all homeowners over the age of
65, or those living with a disability with a tax
exemption on the first $25,000 of their home’s value.
7y This fall, when the new
exemption was made available,

«£° governor’s original proposal,
| our bipartisan economic
- stimulus package will ensure
this program is fully funded for years to come.

These accomplishments are moving Ohio forward by
making our state more attractive for investment and
economic growth and bringing new jobs to the
Buckeye state. By adding a historic jobs package to
our previous efforts we are ensuring our state is a
much better place for new, high-paying jobs, and
business investment.

Clearly, job creation is needed in Ohio and we are
committed to passing a fiscally responsible economic
stimulus package to grow our economy and bring
more business to our state. By emphasizing fiscal
responsibility, we can create jobs without penalizing
future generations of taxpayers. &

New Investments Creating Jobs in Ohio

e Workforce Internship

Program $250 million
e Bioproducts Development $50 million
e Biomedical Research $100 million
e Infrastructure $400 million
e Advanced Energy $150 million
e (Clean Ohio Fund $400 million
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Ohio Means Business: Across Ohio Tax Reforms Are Making an Impact

In 2005 state legislators passed historic tax reforms for the state of Ohio. These tax reforms were enacted in House Bill
66 in the 126™ General Assembly and continued in the most recently-passed state budget, House Bill 119. Among other
things, our tax reforms phased-out the unfair corporate franchise tax, and phased-out the onerous tangible personal
property tax and instead encouraged investment, business development and job creation.

Ohio business leaders and executives have taken notice. Here is just a sample of what Ohio business and industry leaders
are saying about our tax reforms:

“The i mproved bus nat e,
including |last year réefThemhemwad ax structure
made Ohio a more attractive place to companies with a global book of business. The fact
do business.” that new machinery and equipment is exempt from
property tax encourages companies to upgrade and
-David Swift, President, become more efficient ... t he new tax str
Whirlpool North America help Ohio be considered a great place from which
to conduct international

- Eric Boltz, President, Marathon Sensors, Inc.
“The company's decision
recent tax reform and the excellent reception
from Ohio, Clinton County and Wilmington.
We have a long -term commitment in Ohio and
look forward to bringing additional jobs into

the region.”
‘l'f the current tax |

Hyland Software was starting up it would
have been a huge benefit. The startup phase
is a time when every pen

-Jim Frates, CFO of Alkermes, Inc

-A.J. Hyland, President and CEO,

There is no question that Ohio is redefining its business Hyland Software, Inc.

climate. Long recognized as an effective place to do business
simply because of its location; our historic, resource-rich
workforce and logistics assets along with new tax reforms and strong incentive packages will move the state to the front
of the line when measured against national rivals. Here in the Legislature we will continue our efforts to improve our
state and make it a friendly place for business, investment and job creation in the future. &®

OTHER EXAMPLES OF BUSINESSES LOCATING OR EXPANDING IN OHIO :

(11011347 71;]d SunCoke Energy

CardinalHealth
Cardinal Health: Goodyear: Retaining Sun Coke Haverhill:
Constructing a new 2,900 jobs at the Expandlng.t!lelr SCI?t?
facility in Franklin companyods headq u&puptgfpclity, retaining
County that will create in the Akron area. 79 J‘{bs and creating 40
700 jobs and retain new jobs.

nearly 1,200 jobs.
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Are you Ready for the Digital TV Change?

CONSTITUENT
SERVICES

It is important for me to hear the
opinions and concerns of
constituents in the district.

You can reach me by mail, phone,
fax or e-mail. My staff or I will assist
you in any way we can.

77 South High Street,
District 66
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111

Columbus Office:
(614) 466-8134

Columbus Fax:
(614) 719-3966

E-mail:
district66(@ohr.state.oh.us

AN NN NNV

Federal legislation requires TV stations to broadcast only in digital after
February 17, 2009.

If you have analog TV sets that are connected to cable, satellite or another
pay service, contact your provider to see how your television will be
supported after the switch.

For analog TV sets not connected to a pay service, you have several options:
buy a TV with a digital tuner; connect the TV to cable, satellite or a similar
pay service; or buy a converter box that connects to your current TV.

The Federal Government is offering free $40 coupons to consumers to

help pay for the cost of converter boxes. Coupon requests must be received

by March 31, 2009 and the coupons expire 90 days after they are mailed.

To request a coupon, visit www.DTV2009.0rg, call 1  -800-388-2009 or apply
by fax at 1 -877-388-4632 or by mail at PO Box 2000, Portland, OR 97208.
You can also visit www.dtvtransition.org for more information about the

digital broadcast switch.

very legislator considers many

bills on a wide range of subjects.
Therefore, the first essential aspect of \R%e18):BBNEII W VK0
an effective letter to a legislator is a
specific reference to the particular bill
which interests you. The second
important element is a brief description
of the effect the bill’s provisions will
have on you. The third
component of a convincing
letter is your advice to your
legislator as to how you think
he or she should vote on the
bill. &®
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Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the
represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to register your opinion on the foll

forward to hearing from you. CONSTITUENT #1 CONSTITUENT #2

1. Do you support legislation allowing Ohioans to use
YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED

deadly force to protect their families and their homes from
invaders?

2. Do you support reforming the current term limitations YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
placed on legislators allowing them to serve 12 years
instead of eight?

3. Do you support legislation to allow children with special YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
needs to attend the school that best meets their needs?

4. Do you support the passage of a measure that provides
$1.57 billion in funding for job creation in the state of
Ohio?

YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED

5. Do you support the governor’s plan to use Keno gaming YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
to fill the projected shortfall in Ohio’s budget?

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below)
1.

2.

3.
COMMENTS:

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates thioagraed/or by mail in the future, please
provide the following information.:

Name:

Address:

Phone Number: -malt

*Please fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side.

Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything | can d
better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joe Uecker, 77 South High St., District 66, Columbus,
432156111; phone: (614) 48634; fax: (614) 7-B966; email: district66@ohr.state.oh.us.



State Representative Joe Uecker
77 S. High St., District 66
Columbus, OH 43216111

Put stamp here.
The Post Office
will not deliver ma
without proper

postage.




