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State Representative  

Joe Uecker 

 

Dear Neighbors: 

 

Since the beginning of this General Assembly, one of the top priorities for members of 

the Ohio House of Representatives has been the revitalization of our economy. My 

colleagues and I understand that making our state a more attractive place for companies 

to locate and create jobs is essential to our success as a state, and we have spent the last 

several years working on legislation to achieve this goal. 

 

Three years ago, we implemented the largest overhaul to our tax code in recent memory. 

We cut personal income taxes by 21 percent and eliminated several onerous business 

taxes in order to make our state more competitive for businesses and families. These 

reforms continue to be phased in as part of the state budget passed last year. 

 

More recently, we passed an economic stimulus package that invests $1.57 billion in our 

economy in areas such as infrastructure, biomedical research, advanced energy and 

higher education. It also includes a component that will help our communities clean up 

vacant industrial sites and preserve green spaces. 

 

I firmly believe that improving Ohioôs economy begins with investments in our people. 

You can find more information about our efforts to improve Ohioôs adoption and foster 

care system and help cancer patients through clinical trials inside this newsletter. 

 

As always, I welcome your thoughts and concerns about any of the matters we discuss at 

the Statehouse. Hearing from you allows me to best represent your views and opinions on 

legislation. Contact information for my office can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joe Uecker 

State Representative  

Ohio House District 66 

J O E  U E C K E R  

 

W ith hundreds of separate pieces of legislation to consider every year, legislators 

in Columbus need the opinions, advice and specialized knowledge of their 

constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed 

knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.  

 

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because you 

are providing us with knowledge we need to make well-informed decisions. d  

 

YOUR LEGISLATOR 

NEEDS 
YOUR HELP 

 

Term in Office: 2nd 

Hometown: Miami Township 

Standing Committees: 

Commerce and Labor 

(vice-chair) 

Alternative Energy 

Health 

Criminal Justice 

Local and Municipal  

      Government and Urban 

      Revitalization 

Public Utilities 
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Providing Children With Safe and Loving Homes 

Each year, numerous children are 

placed into foster care or adopted 

because their  parents or guardians 

are unable to care for them. Both 

foster care and adoption play a 

critical role in the lives of these     

children, providing them with the 

support and care they need. 

 

We recently approved several bills designed to improve 

the training of foster parents as well as increase     

communication between government agencies and law 

enforcement in order to better protect children. 

 

The first measure, House Bill 214, was introduced by 

Representatives Jeff Wagner (R- Sycamore) and 

Courtney Combs (R- Hamilton). This bill increases the 

amount of training necessary to become a foster      

parent. New foster parents must complete 36 hours of 

training prior to having a child placed in the home. 

Additionally, foster caregivers will be able to complete 

up to 20 percent of their continuing education hours by 

teaching classes to other foster parents. 

 

To further protect our children, and provide          

transparency, the bill also makes a foster parentôs    

records public if their foster care license is revoked or 

if the parent is arrested or charged with a crime. These 

changes will help strengthen the training and services 

available to foster parents while also keeping foster 

children safe. 

 

In addition, we also approved Senate Bill 163,      

sponsored by Senator Tom Niehaus (Rï New        

Richmond). This bill expands the list of offenses that 

prevent an individual from becoming a foster or     

adoptive parent to include repeat drunk driving,        

permitting child abuse and cruelty to animals. It also  

requires potential foster parents to submit to an FBI 

background check prior to becoming certified and 

again when they apply for renewal. This will help 

catch any transgressions that occur between the two 

applications. 

 

 

Both House Bill 214 and Senate Bill 163 passed the 

Legislature earlier this year and have been signed into 

law.  

 

The House also passed House Bill 7, legislation       

designed to improve the adoption process in Ohio. 

House Bill 7 encourages adoption agencies to          

approach adoption with a child-centered focus,        

especially when recruiting potential adoptive parents 

by identifying family members and friends as potential 

permanent homes. 

 

The legislation also clarifies planned permanent living 

arrangements so courts do not use the option to          

permanently park children in foster care. This will 

keep kids from being denied the opportunity for      

permanent adoptive families. 

 

The bill also allows payment, in private adoptions, of 

the birth motherôs living expenses during the          

pregnancy and two months following birth with the 

payment capped at $3,000 and it must go through an 

attorney or agency, not directly to the mother. This 

legislation was passed by the House in May and is now 

under consideration in the Senate. 

 

Recognizing the many contributions of adoptive and 

foster parents, members of the Ohio House will        

continue our efforts to ensure children are properly 

placed with stable and loving families.d 
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According to the 

American Cancer 

Society, an        

estimated 56,000 

Ohioans will be 

diagnosed with a 

form of cancer this 

year. For these  

patients and their 

families, fighting 

this disease will 

involve some of the newest and most 

innovative treatments available. Many of 

these therapies, which are helping cancer 

patients and survivors live longer and 

healthier lives, are the result of clinical 

trials. 

 

Clinical trials are research studies in 

which people help doctors determine 

whether new approaches for the          

prevention, diagnosis and treatment of 

cancer and other diseases are safe and 

effective. These studies often take years 

to complete and involve several phases 

that evaluate the best way to administer 

a treatment, potential side effects and 

how effective a drug or procedure is 

compared with current practices.  

 

For many patients, clinical trials         

represent their best and last hope for 

effective treatment. Unfortunately, many 

patients are unable to enroll in a clinical 

trial because their insurance company 

will not pay for routine 

care costs if a patient is 

participating in a clinical 

trial. To address this issue, 

my colleagues and I       

recently passed Senate Bill 

186. 

 

Under Senate Bill 186, health insurance 

companies are required to provide     

coverage for routine care provided as 

part of a clinical cancer trial. This      

includes doctorôs visits, x-rays, blood 

work, lab tests and hospital stays. Costs 

directly related to the clinical cancer 

trial, such as medications, remain the 

responsibility of the group conducting 

the research. 

 

The costs associated with clinical studies 

are high, and requiring health insurance 

companies to pay for all the costs         

incurred during a clinical trial would   

dramatically increase the cost of        

insurance for all Ohioans. 

My colleagues and I    

believe sharing the costs 

between insurance    

companies and research 

groups, as outlined in 

Senate Bill 186, benefits 

everyone by  allowing 

patients to participate in these important 

studies while helping insurance companies 

keep their costs low. I am pleased to say 

this legislation was recently signed into 

law. d 

Helping Ohioôs Cancer Patients 

Investing in Ohioõs Students 
Higher education, and the knowledge it provides, is a major 

driver of our economy and the yardstick by which our future as a 

state will be measured. Recognizing this, members of the Ohio 

House have made higher education a priority. 

 

House Bill 119 increased funding to Ohioôs public colleges 

and universities by more than $333 million and implemented a 

two-year tuition freeze to help keep a college education     

affordable for students and their families. 

 

However, the Legislature also realized that investments in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education 

were necessary if Ohio is to stay competitive in the global 

economy. These are fast-growing fields that are critical to  

research and development, as well as the jobs of tomorrow.  

 

As such, we created the $100 million Choose Ohio First 

Scholarship Program, an initiative that will provide          

scholarships to Ohio students who pursue the STEM fields in 

college.  

 

Recently, more than $22 million was awarded to 21 of Ohioôs 

higher education institutions as part of the Choose Ohio First 

Program. This funding will help more than 2,000  students 

realize their dream of a college education. d 

University of Akron  

Baldwin Wallace College  

Bowling Green State University  

Case Western Reserve University  

Central State University  

University of Cincinnati  

Cleveland State University  

Columbus State Community College  

Cuyahoga Community College  

Kent State University  

Lorain County Community College  

Miami University  

Ohio University  

The Ohio State University  

Shawnee State University  

Stark State College  

University of Toledo  

Ursuline College  

Wittenberg University  

Wright State University  

Youngstown State University  

Colleges and Universities Receiving Funding 

for the Choose Ohio First Scholarship 



Are you Ready for the Digital TV Change?  

Federal legislation requires TV stations to broadcast only in digital after 
February 17, 2009.  
 
If you have analog TV sets that are connected to cable, satellite or another 
pay service, contact your provider to see how your television will be    
supported after the switch.  
 
For analog TV sets not connected to a pay service, you have several options:  
buy a TV with a digital tuner; connect the TV to cable, satellite or a similar 
pay service; or buy a converter box that connects to your current TV.  
 
The Federal Government is offering free $40 coupons to consumers to 
help pay for the cost of converter boxes. Coupon requests must be received  
by March 31, 2009 and the coupons expire 90 days after they are mailed.  
To request a coupon, visit www.DTV2009.org, call 1 -888-388-2009 or apply 
by fax at 1 -877-388-4632 or by mail at PO Box 2000, Portland, OR 97208. 
You can also visit www.dtvtransition.org for more information about the 
digital broadcast switch.  

CONSTITUENT   

SERVICES  
 

 

It is important for me to hear the 

opinions and concerns of  

constituents in the district.  

 

You can reach me by mail, phone, 

fax or e-mail. My staff or I will assist 

you in any way we can. 

 

77 South High Street,  

District 66 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

 

Columbus Office:  

(614) 466-8134 

 

Columbus Fax:  

(614) 719-3966 

 

E-mail:  

district66@ohr.state.oh.us 
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E very legislator considers many 

bills on a wide range of subjects. 

Therefore, the first essential aspect of 

an effective letter to a legislator is a 

specific reference to the particular bill 

which interests you. The second 

important element is a brief description 

of the effect the billôs provisions will 

have on you. The third 

component of a convincing 

letter is your advice to your 

legislator as to how you think 

he or she should vote on the 

bill. d 

 

HOW TO  

WRITE 
YOUR LEGISLATOR 

 


