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State Representative  

Joe Uecker 

 

Dear Neighbors: 

 

Since the beginning of this General Assembly, one of the top priorities for members of 

the Ohio House of Representatives has been the revitalization of our economy. My 

colleagues and I understand that making our state a more attractive place for companies 

to locate and create jobs is essential to our success as a state, and we have spent the last 

several years working on legislation to achieve this goal. 

 

Three years ago, we implemented the largest overhaul to our tax code in recent memory. 

We cut personal income taxes by 21 percent and eliminated several onerous business 

taxes in order to make our state more competitive for businesses and families. These 

reforms continue to be phased in as part of the state budget passed last year. 

 

More recently, we passed an economic stimulus package that invests $1.57 billion in our 

economy in areas such as infrastructure, biomedical research, advanced energy and 

higher education. It also includes a component that will help our communities clean up 

vacant industrial sites and preserve green spaces. 

 

I firmly believe that improving Ohio’s economy begins with investments in our people. 

You can find more information about our efforts to provide aid to homeowners and 

improve education in Ohio inside this newsletter. 

 

As always, I welcome your thoughts and concerns about any of the matters we discuss at 

the Statehouse. Hearing from you allows me to best represent your views and opinions on 

legislation. Contact information for my office can be found at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joe Uecker 

State Representative  

Ohio House District 66 

J O E  U E C K E R  

 

W ith hundreds of separate pieces of legislation to consider every year, legislators 

in Columbus need the opinions, advice and specialized knowledge of their 

constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed 

knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.  

 

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because you 

are providing us with knowledge we need to make well-informed decisions. d  

 

YOUR LEGISLATOR 

NEEDS 
YOUR HELP 

 

Term in Office: 2nd 

Hometown: Miami Township 

Standing Committees: 

Commerce and Labor 

(vice-chair) 

Alternative Energy 

Health 

Criminal Justice 

Local and Municipal  

      Government and Urban 

      Revitalization 

Public Utilities 
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Bringing New Jobs to Ohio 
Making sure we have a strong economic environment 

to foster growth and job creation is key to our success 

as a state. Recently, my colleagues and I approved a 

new plan that will bring jobs to Ohio while at the same 

time ensures we are not burdening future generations 

of taxpayers with new debt. 

 

In an attempt to stimulate economic development and 

job creation, the governor announced earlier this year 

that he wanted to borrow $1.7 billion over the next 25 

years. However, that package would have cost 

taxpayers almost $3 billion when adding both the 

principal and interest payments. Fortunately, members 

of the Ohio Legislature were able to work with the 

governor and bring forth a new 

plan that benefits the state 

economically while drastically 

reducing the amount of debt and 

speeding up the benefits to Ohio’s 

economy by almost a year.  

 

Our proposal, House Bill 554, 

provides $1.57 billion for job creation in the areas of 

biomedical research, advanced energy, infrastructure 

and higher education. This includes allowing voters to 

decide if we should continue the Clean Ohio Fund – a 

program that helps revitalize brownfields in our 

communities and preserves green spaces and natural 

areas. 

 

One major component of the economic 

stimulus package is a partnership with 

the private sector to encourage and 

incentivize investments in higher 

education. This includes providing 

internships and cooperative learning 

programs that allow students to gain valuable work 

experience while earning a degree. By working in this 

partnership we can help to match the talents of our 

students to the job opportunities the market demands.  

 

These efforts come on the heels of our efforts to lower 

taxes for all Ohioans. In the past two state budgets, my 

colleagues and I implemented a 21 percent across-the-

board personal income tax cut for all Ohioans. It was 

the largest tax cut of its kind in Ohio history and is 

still being phased in today. These 

savings allow Ohioans to spend 

more of their hard-earned dollars in 

any way they see fit.  

 

In addition to our tax reforms, last 

summer we passed another historic 

low-growth budget that included more tax cuts for 

Ohioans and investments targeted for job growth. We 

expanded the Homestead Exemption providing all 

homeowners over the age of 65, or those living with a 

disability, with a tax exemption on the first $25,000 of 

their home’s value. Last fall, when the new exemption 

was made available, more than 566,000 homeowners 

signed up. Unlike the 

governor’s original proposal, 

our bipartisan economic 

stimulus package will ensure 

this program is fully funded for 

years to come.  

 

These accomplishments are moving Ohio forward by  

making our state more attractive for investment and 

economic growth and bringing new jobs to the 

Buckeye state. By adding a  historic jobs package to 

our previous efforts we are ensuring our state is a 

much better place for new, high-paying jobs, and 

business investment.   

  

Clearly, job creation is needed in Ohio and we are 

committed to passing a fiscally responsible economic 

stimulus package to grow our economy and bring 

more business to our state. By emphasizing fiscal 

responsibility, we can create jobs without penalizing 

future generations of taxpayers. d 

New Investments Creating Jobs in Ohio 
 

Workforce Internship 

       Program   $250 million 

Bioproducts Development $50 million 

Biomedical Research  $100 million 

Infrastructure   $400 million  

Advanced Energy  $150 million 

Clean Ohio Fund  $400 million 
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Helping Ohioans Keep Their Homes 

Last year, more than 80,000           

foreclosures were filed in Ohio courts. 

This trend is stressing homeowners, 

communities and our economy, and 

leaders across state government are 

working to help keep families in their 

homes. 

  

Earlier this 

year, the 

Ohio        

Department 

of Commerce 

launched the 

“Save the Dream Program,” which 

provides consumers in danger of losing 

their homes with information on how 

to contact their mortgage loan servicer, 

links to local foreclosure prevention 

resources and a model mediation    

program for courts to use. In addition, 

more than 1,000 attorneys have       

volunteered their time to provide          

homeowners with free legal services. 

 

Homeowners who are having difficulty 

making their mortgage payments or are 

facing foreclosure can contact the Save 

The Dream Program at 

www.savethedream.ohio.gov or by 

calling 1-888-404-4674. 

  

Members of the Ohio House of       

Representatives are also working to 

address the foreclosure problem.     

Recently, we approved legislation that 

allows counties to use up to $3 million 

in surplus delinquent tax collections to 

demolish abandoned and vacant    

properties. The measure, House Bill 

359, was sponsored by my colleague      

Representative Matt Huffman (R- Lima). 

Counties can 

use the money 

to acquire 

property, 

maintain lots 

or demolish 

abandoned 

buildings. It can also be used by local 

county prosecutors in cases involving 

real estate fraud or predatory lending. 

House Bill 359 was recently signed 

into law. 

  

The foreclosure crisis sweeping the 

country is making it more and more 

difficult for many families to hold on 

to the American Dream of owning a 

home. Members of the Legislature will 

continue to work together to help  

families avoid foreclosure and stay in 

their homes. d 

Investing in Ohioõs Students 
Higher education, and the knowledge it provides, is a major 

driver of our economy and the yardstick by which our future 

as a state will be measured. Recognizing this, members of 

the Ohio House have made higher education a priority. 

 

House Bill 119 increased funding to Ohio’s public colleges 

and universities by more than $333 million and implemented 

a two-year tuition freeze to help keep a college education 

affordable for students and their families. 

 

However, the Legislature also realized that investments in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)    

education were necessary if Ohio is to stay competitive in 

the global economy. These are fast-growing fields that are 

critical to research and development, as well as the jobs of 

tomorrow.  

 

As such, we created the $100 million Choose Ohio First 

Scholarship Program, an initiative that will provide      

scholarships to Ohio students who pursue the STEM fields 

in college.  

 

Recently, more than $22 million was awarded to 21 of 

Ohio’s higher education institutions as part of the Choose 

Ohio First Program. This funding will help more than 2,000  

students realize their dream of a college education. d 

 

 

University of Akron  

Baldwin Wallace College  

Bowling Green State University  

Case Western Reserve University  

Central State University  

University of Cincinnati  

Cleveland State University  

Columbus State Community College  

Cuyahoga Community College  

Kent State University  

Lorain County Community College  

Miami University  

Ohio University  

The Ohio State University  

Shawnee State University  

Stark State College  

University of Toledo  

Ursuline College  

Wittenberg University  

Wright State University  

Youngstown State University  

Colleges and Universities Receiving Funding 

for the Choose Ohio First Scholarship 



Are you Ready for the Digital TV Change?  

Federal legislation requires TV stations to broadcast only in digital after 
February 17, 2009.  
 
If you have analog TV sets that are connected to cable, satellite or another 
pay service, contact your provider to see how your television will be    
supported after the switch.  
 
For analog TV sets not connected to a pay service, you have several options:  
buy a TV with a digital tuner; connect the TV to cable, satellite or a similar 
pay service; or buy a converter box that connects to your current TV.  
 
The Federal Government is offering free $40 coupons to consumers to 
help pay for the cost of converter boxes. Coupon requests must be received  
by March 31, 2009 and the coupons expire 90 days after they are mailed.  
To request a coupon, visit www.DTV2009.org, call 1 -888-388-2009 or apply 
by fax at 1 -877-388-4632 or by mail at PO Box 2000, Portland, OR 97208. 
You can also visit www.dtvtransition.org for more information about the 
digital broadcast switch.  

CONSTITUENT  

SERVICES  
 

 

It is important for me to hear the 

opinions and concerns of  

constituents in the district.  

 

You can reach me by mail, phone, 

fax or e-mail. My staff or I will assist 

you in any way we can. 

 

77 South High Street,  

District 66 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

 

Columbus Office:  

(614) 466-8134 

 

Columbus Fax:  

(614) 719-3966 

 

E-mail:  

district66@ohr.state.oh.us 
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E very legislator considers many 

bills on a wide range of subjects. 

Therefore, the first essential aspect of 

an effective letter to a legislator is a 

specific reference to the particular bill 

which interests you. The second 

important element is a brief description 

of the effect the bill’s provisions will 

have on you. The third 

component of a convincing 

letter is your advice to your 

legislator as to how you think 

he or she should vote on the 

bill. d 

 

HOW TO  

WRITE 
YOUR LEGISLATOR 

 



AUGUST LEGISLATIVE SURVEY 

State Representative 

Joe Uecker 
66th House District 

Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the issues helps me to better 
represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to register your opinion on the following topics. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

1. Would you support a legislative measure creating a new 
bipartisan process to draw congressional and legislative 
districts? 
 
2. Do you support legislation consolidating veterans services 
into a central location, making it easier for our veterans to 
access the programs and resources they need? 
 
3. Do you support the use of state dollars in the òrainy day 
fundó to help provide services such as school buses, child 
immunizations and food safety? 
 
4. Do you support the continuation of the Clean Ohio 
Program, which helps communities preserve greenspaces and 
revitalize brownfields and vacant industrial lots? 
 
5. Do you support legislation to allow children with special 
needs to attend the school that best meets their needs? 

CONSTITUENT #1         CONSTITUENT #2  

YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED 

YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  
 
 
 
YES    NO    UNDECIDED  

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below) 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates through e-mail and/or by mail in the future, please 
provide the following information.: 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone Number: ____________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________ 
 
*Please fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side. 
Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything I can do to 
better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joe Uecker, 77 South High St., District 66, Columbus, OH 
43215-6111; phone: (614) 466-8134; fax: (614) 719-3966; e-mail: district66@ohr.state.oh.us. 

COMMENTS: 



State Representative Joe Uecker 
77 S. High St., District 66 
Columbus, OH 43215-6111 

Put stamp here. 

The Post Office 

will not deliver mail 

without proper 

postage. 

 


