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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

JOSEPH UECKER

ERVING THE 66TH HOUSE DISTRICT

Dear Neighbors:

In January | had the honor of being sworn in as a member of tHeGi®ral Assembly

in the Ohio House of Representatives. | look forward to serving the citizens of'the 66
House District. My colleagues and | in the Legislature have begun working in earnest o
the issues that matter most to the people of this state.

We understand the challenging times our state and nation face, and pledge to work
toward finding real and lasting solutions over the next two years. Beginning with the sta
operating budget this spring, | look forward to working with my colleagues in promoting
economic development and creating jobs in Ohio.

Because | know schedules are hectic and work and family needs are a priority, this

newsletter will help keep you informed about what is happening here in Columbus. Insit
you will find articles detailing alternatives for senior citizens, health insurance coverage
and the statebds completion of the tax

With that in mind, it is important for me to hear from you so that | can best represent yo
views and opinions. Please do not hesitate to contact my office with any questions or
concerns you may have about any of the matters we are considering here in Columbus
can be reached by phone at (614)-8884, by email at district66@ohr.state.oh.us or by
mail at 77 South High Street, District 66, Columbus, OH 43215.

Once again, it is a pleasure to serve as your state representative. | look forward to crea
a bright future of opportunity for our state.

Sincerely,

Jogeph Uecker
State Representative
Ohio House District 66

YOUR LEGISLATOR

NEEDS

YOUR HELP

ith hundreds of separate pieces of legislation to consider every yedr,
legislators in Columbus need the opinion, advice and specialized knowledge
of their constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed
knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because
you are providing them with knowledge they need to make decisions.
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CONTINUING TO REFORM OHIO 8 TAX CODE

4 During the last phaseout the CFT through 2010.
few years, the The Tangible Personal Property tax
\ Ohio General has also been phasedt and these tw
: =¥ Assembly has taxes have been replaced with a low
_Us, ,,,deUI enacted broaderbased tax for businesseshe
ern——==lne \weeping Commercial Activities Tax. This
ref orms to Ohi o0 gesttuawingensues thataxdurges

the largest personal income tax cut irspread out equally throughout the

Ohio history. It is among the most  business community instead of unfai Q
important aims of the Ohio House of  —sw= = ~uy taxing some % |
Representatives to maintain these | 00 ' portions of the s

reforms. As such, House Bill 1, the business communit
pending state budget bill, will \\ and not others.

effectively complete the tax reforms D/ .
the House previously set in motion tc./ 4 Additionally, the tax TIME FOR TAX SEASON

make our state a more competitive overhaul started in . .
P \ Tax season is one of the least favorite

‘229055 ;Le:é%‘;%”m times for Ohioans, but assistance is

_ available. Ohioans with questions
. ~ percent income taxX a4t preparing their Ohio tax returns
In 2005, the 12BGeneral Assembly cut. This tax cut will save Ohioans $: are encouraged to contact the Taxation
began to phase out the Corporate  billion by the end of 2009 and is the o par t mdraetagsistantedite!
Franchise Tax (CFT). The CFT was dargest income tax cut in Ohio histon o+ 1.800.282.1780. Live assistance is
high-rate, lowcollection tax that was By continuing our efforts to reform ol available from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m.
detrimental to Ohio businesses. The system of taxation we will make Ohic Monday through Friday until April 16.
initial phaseout began in 2006. Now an attractive place to do business ar 4, hooklets and forms are also
members of the Legisla_ture will work to live, work and raise a familyg. available online atww.tax.ohio.gov
together to complete this reform or at libraries, banks and post offices.
through House Bill 1 by continuing to

MARKETING YOURSELF IN TODAY s ECONOMY

STG 1'& As the nation and state face economic difficulties, it is individual Ohioans who are
i feeling the effects as unemployment rises. As Legislators it is our top priority to do
L| brur’r everything possible to create jobs and better prepare the citizens of Ohio to take on the
jobs of the future and compete in the new economy. As such, the state offers many
'D'th' resources for those searching for a job, seeking to go back to school or aiming to improve
10 their job skills. One such resource is the State Library of Ohio.

place for companies to locate and
create jobs. <

IR

The | ibraryds Web site offers free r eseoterthewoskforteor t ho
through its Learning Express Library. The online library offers electronic courses on developing job search and
networking skills, creating resumes and cover letters, tips on interviewing and a guide for success on the job.
Furthermore, the site offers courses to improve your computer skills in applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel,

Outlook and more.

With the Learning Express Library, users can access over 770 online practice tests to prepare for career certification a
license exams in some of the fastest growing fields such as healthcare, education, civil service, and business. In addit
the site also offers practices tests for those preparing for the GED exam; or practicing for college or graduate school

admissions tests.

To register to use this free, valuable resource Vittp://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/


http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/
http://www.tax.ohio.gov
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MAKING HEALTH INSURANCE MORE AFFORDABLE FOR OHIO 65 CHILDREN

Ensuring that Ohioans have access health insuranc cent of the federal poverty level. In
quality, affordable health care, irthrough the Stat
particular health care access fo€c h i | d r &
children, is a priority for the OhioHealth Insuranc
House of Representatives. ChildreR r o g r a m

will undergo immunizations, yearly(SCHIP).  This

to children from families with

poverty line. This plan, if passed in

December 2008, Ohio received
federal approval to extend coverage

incomes up to 300 percent of the

checkups and emergencyprogram offers the state budget, is expected to

examinations that can easily increadeealth care access to children fronmcrease the number of children
the financial burden of their familiesfamilies who do not qualify for covered under SCHIP by more than

Fortunately, here at the state capitdlledicaid coverage, but at the sam&0,000.

legislators are working hard to keepime do not earn enough to afford

Ohi ob6s yout h he a privdtejcoverage. Every child deserves to live a
healthful life, and making high

The Ohio House is in the process dCurrent law offers eligibility only for quality health care affordable is the

passing a state budget that will allowehildren less than 19 years of aghrst crucial stepd
more children to be eligible forfrom families at or below 200 per-

PASSPORT: AN IN-HOME ALTERNATIVE TO NURSING HOME CARE

What services are As people age, they come to appreciate the comfort and stability provided within
available through their own homes. For this reason many elderly Ohioans prefer to stay in their

PASSPORT? homes, even when they need leegn care. Ohio offers caosffective, high

e Adult day care them with daily assistance in activities they otherwise could not perform.
e Home delivered meals

quality home care to help seniors remain safely independent, while still  providing

e Medical equipment/supplies PreAdmission Screening System Providing Options and Resources Today

e Nutritional counseling (PASSPORT) is a Medicaid Waiver Program which supplielsome services to

« Independent living assistanc‘é_'de”y Ohioans to delay or prevent nursing facility placement. PASSPORT pro-

e Medical transportation
e Emergency response

. i PASSPORT is a service made up of two separate
e Medicaid benefits

components. First, a screening technique  T© be eligible you must:
e Case managers (o develop &, e that individuals are capable of making ¢
care plan and monitor results o404 qecisions regarding their lotegm care *® Be age 60 or older

Second, the program offers casanaged hom © Need handen assistance with
care services to those eligible for assistance. daily activities

e Have your physician agree to a

Passed in the 1¥7General Assembly, House Bill 119 contained a large service plan
crease in funding for PASSPORT and other home and comrvbasgd ser  ® Be Medicaid eligible
vice waivers. More than half of * Have adequate assurance of
rected toward PASSPORT. Currently the House is reviewing the budge health and safety living at home
posal, House Bill 1, for fiscal years 202011. It is a priority of the House  ® Need services not readily avail-
fully fund PASSPORT, ensuring there are no waiting lists in the -201a  able from other community re-

fiscal years. source§ _ ;
e Receive services for which the

cost does not exceed 60 percent of
the cost of nursing home care

For more information on PASSPORT and other programs through the
Department of Aging visithttp://www.aging.ohio.gov/d

vides inrhome alternatives at 40 percent of the cost of comparable institutional care.

of
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CONTACTING YOUR
STATE GOVERNMENT:

HELPFUL STATE TOLL -FREE NUMBERS

Attorney General Consumer Protection 800-282-0515
Child Support Hotline 800686-1556
Crime Victim Assistance 800-582-CVSS

CONSTITUENT Home Energy Assistance Progran 800-282-0880
SERVICES Legislative Information 800-282-0253
Medicaid Consumer Hotline 800-324-8680

It is important for me to hear the State Highway Patrol (Highway Help) 877-7-PATROL
opiniens:andiconcerns of Tax Questions 800-282-1780

ERmEIIEE [ e SIEE Travel and Tourism 800-BUCKEYE

You can reach me by mail, phone or Unemployment Hotline 800-251-OBES

e-mail. My staff or | will assist you in Utility Consumer Complaints 800-282-9448
any way we can. Wor ker s Co 800OHIO-BWC
77 South High Street, _ _ _
District 66 Ohio Web site www.ohio.gov
Columbus, Ohio 43216111 House Web site www.house.state.oh.us

Columbus Office:
(614) 4668134

E-mail:
districté6@ohr.state.oh.us Every legislator considers
many bills on a wide range
YOUR LEGISLATOR of subjects. Therefore, the first
essential aspect of an o~~~ rrmnnnnn
effective letter to a .
legislator is a specific ¢
reference to the particular bill

which interests you. The :
second important element is g *
brief description of the effect ‘

the bill és prsh

on you. The third component
of a convincing letter is your advice to

your legislator as to how you think he or
she should vote on the bidl.
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Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the
iIssues helps me to better represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to regis

your opinion on the following topics. | look forwardCONSTITUENT #1 CONSTITUENT #2

Do you consider an increase in fees and penalties thg o

same as an increase in taxes? NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED

Would you support legislation to allow gambling ~ YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
facilities in Ohio?

Would you agree to legislation that would make not yes no UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
wearing a seat belt a primary offense?

Do you support the consolidation of government ~ YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
agencies as a ¢gawings measure?

Do you support extending the school year from 180 S NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
200 instructional days?

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below)
1.

2.

3.
COMMENTS:

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates througlaieand/or by mail in the future, please
provide the following information.:

Name:

Address:

Phone Number: -malkt

*Please either fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side, email your

thoughts and responses to us at district66@ohr.state.oh.us.

Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything | can ¢
to better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joseph Uecker, 77 South High St., District 66,
Columbus, OH 43216111; phone: (614) 468134; email: district66@ohr.state.oh.us.



State Representative Joseph Uecker
77 S. High St., District 66
Columbus, OH 43216111

Put stamp here.
The Post Office
will not deliver ma
without proper

postage.




