LEGISLATIVE REPORT

JOSEPH UECKER

SERVING THE 66TH HOUSE DISTRICT

Dear Neighbors:

In January I had the honor of being sworn in as a member of the 128" General Assembly
in the Ohio House of Representatives. I look forward to serving the citizens of the 66™
House District. My colleagues and I in the Legislature have begun working in earnest on
the issues that matter most to the people of this state.

We understand the challenging times our state and nation face, and pledge to work
toward finding real and lasting solutions over the next two years. Beginning with the state
operating budget this spring, I look forward to working with my colleagues in promoting
economic development and creating jobs in Ohio.

Because I know schedules are hectic and work and family needs are a priority, this
newsletter will help keep you informed about what is happening here in Columbus. Inside
you will find articles detailing various tools to advance your career, the affordability of
higher education and ways to find job opportunities within our state.

With that in mind, it is important for me to hear from you so that I can best represent your
views and opinions. Please do not hesitate to contact my office with any questions or
concerns you may have about any of the matters we are considering here in Columbus. I
can be reached by phone at (614) 466-8134, by e-mail at districto6@ohr.state.oh.us or by
mail at 77 South High Street, District 66, Columbus, OH 43215.

State Representative
Joseph Uecker

Term in Office: 3rd

Hometown: Miami
Township Once again, it is a pleasure to serve as your state representative. I look forward to creating

(it res a bright future of opportunity for our state.

° Commerce and Labor Sincerely

Ranking Member ’

e  Criminal Justice

e Public Utilities

e  Transportation and
Infrastructure

Jogéph Uecker
State Representative
Ohio House District 66

ith hundreds of separate pieces of legislation to consider every year,

legislators in Columbus need the opinion, advice and specialized knowledge

YOUR LEGISLATOR of their constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed
NEED S knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.

YOUR HELP This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because

you are providing them with knowledge they need to make decisions. &R
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MARKETING YOURSELF IN TODAY’S ECONOMY

L!br feeling the effects as unemployment rises. As Legislators it is our top priority to do
I ur’f everything possible to create jobs and better prepare the citizens of Ohio to take on
— f
-~ . e ) « _ the jobs of the future and compete in the new economy. As such, the state offers
Ghlﬂ many resources for those searching for a job, seeking to go back to school or aim-
ing to improve their job skills. One such resource is the State Library of Ohio.

- STU 1'E' As the nation and state face economic difficulties, it is individual Ohioans who are

The |ibrary’ s Web site offers free rescttrthces f or
workforce through its Learning Express Library. The online library offers electronic courses on developing job

search and networking skills, creating resumes and cover letters, tips on interviewing and a guide for success

on the job. Furthermore, the site offers courses to improve your computer skills in applications such as

Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook and more.

With the Learning Express Library, users can access over 770 online practice tests to prepare for career certifi-
cation and license exams in some of the fastest growing fields such as healthcare, education, civil service, and
business. In addition, the site also offers practices tests for those preparing for the GED exam; or practicing for
college or graduate school admissions tests.

To register to use this free, valuable resource visit: http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/

YOUR ONE-STOP EMPLOYMENT RESOURCE

In addition to developing your newly-found skills or trade, it is important to
know where to go to find new employment opportunities. One resource in
Ohio is local One-Stop job centers, which are designed to help job seekers
receive special skills training and find employment.

Coordinated by a group of over 30 agencies and organizations, One-Stops

are located throughout Ohio and offer job training, resume writing,

computer training, and advice for accessing higher education. One-Stop

centers also offer job aptitude testing based on individual interests and qualifications, to help people find a
field best suited for their personal needs.

One-Stops are collaborated with various organizations like the Ohio Department of Job and Family
Services (ODJFS), Veteran’'s Services, Workforec
Rehabilitation and Senior Services. Employment services are entirely free and include job search
resources and various workshops.

There are 90 One-Stop branches in the state. To locate your nearest One-Stop office, or to explore the
many employment services that ODJFS has to offer, call 1-877-852-0010 or visit their Web site at
www.jfs.ohio.gov.


http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/
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FOCUSING ON HIGHER EDUCATION

C urrently, House Bill 1 is
moving its way through the
General Assembly. This bill
establishes the state operating
budget for the next two years.
Revitalizing Oh
remains one of the most important
priorities for the Ohio House of
Representatives and is the focus as
we deliberate the state budget.
Higher education is one of the
maj or drivers o
economy. Therefore —in an effort
to continue to transform our
economy and create more high-
paying jobs for Ohioans —it is
essential for Ohio to produce
college graduates that are well-
equipped to succeed in the
workplace.

Members of the House are working
to ensure the education received by
our students is first rate and
affordable. Increasing the
affordability and accessibility of a
college education in Ohio is an
important part of creating an
educated work force. House Bill 1
aims to keep tuition low by
continuing the tuition freeze for
public colleges and universities
which was implemented by the
House last General Assembly.
Tuition for community colleges and
branch campuses will be frozen for
two years, while tuition for
universities will be frozen for one
year . However,
universities have agreed to raise
their tuition by no more than 3.5
percent during the second year. By
holding the line on tuition increases
we are helping thousands of
Ohioans realize their dream of a
college education.

In addition, House Bill 1 continues
the funding for the Choose Ohio
First Scholarship program created
by the House in the previous
operating budget. The scholarship
iprovides funeing donGhimstudents
pursuing the fields of science,
technology, engineering,
mathematics and medicine (STEM).
The student-based program will
provide $100 million in scholarship
ffundothraughamtttha dovesé o$ the
biennium to students attending Ohio
colleges and universities. Science
and technology are the future of
Ohi o’”s economy

Al ncreasing

t he

graduation. In fact, within a half a
year of graduation 41 percent of
medical school graduates leave
Ohio, 37 percent of doctoral
graduates leave the state and 27
percent of students who have

received their bac
have moved on to other states.

House Bill 1 wor ks
graduates by establishing the

funding for the Ohio Co-

op/Internship Program. The pro-
gram, created by House Bill 554
last General Assembly, will pro-

aide 50 mihien anhuglygin asvarda t u r

and scholarships to qualifying co-op
or internship programs at public
univerfsi ies. The,aim

a a

of tkle .
program is % I‘ke(ej:p stgdlen sin 611¥0 anc

accessibility of a college educatiogfter graduation through the support

in Ohio is an important part of
creating an

1s adamant in ensuring that our
graduates are prepared with the
tools they need to succeed in an
increasingly high-tech, global
market. Having a work force
talented in science and technology
will make Ohio competitive and
will attract new, high-paying jobs in
these knowledge-based fields.

While working to keep college
tuition affordable and prepare
Ohiudesnt gublircto
Legislature is also working to retain
Ohi o’s graduate
connection between retaining an
educated citizenry and the
successful economic revitalization
of our state.
graduates leave the state after

e d u gyt

and expansion of cooperative

programs.%o—ops and 1nternships
connect Ohi o’ s
with talented students while
providing Ohio graduates with en-
try-level job opportunities.

Ohio cannot afford to fall behind in
our commitment to higher
education. Moving Ohio forward
can only be made possible when our
students have the training necessary
to compete, while at the same time
attracting jobs of the future.
Therefore, my colleagues and I will
continue to work hard during these
tuagyt deliberaienOtaensumeyoyr
students have the tools and skills
siecessafyhoaucceed in asglobal
marketplace. ®
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CONSTITUENT
SERVICES

It is important for me to hear the
opinions and concerns of
constituents in the district.

You can reach me by mail, phone or
e-mail. My staff or I will assist you in
any way we can.

77 South High Street,
District 66
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111

Columbus Office:
(614) 466-8134

E-mail:
district66@ohr.state.oh.us

CONTACTING YOUR
STATE GOVERNMENT:

HELPFUL STATE TOLL-FREE NUMBERS

Attorney General Consumer Protection
Child Support Hotline

Crime Victim Assistance

Home Energy Assistance Program
Legislative Information

Medicaid Consumer Hotline

State Highway Patrol (Highway Help)
Tax Questions

Travel and Tourism

Unemployment Hotline

Utility Consumer Complaints

Workers’ Compensation

Ohio Web site
House Web site

HOW TO

WRITE

YOUR LEGISLATOR

effective letter to

which interests you. The

second important element is a
brief description of the effect

the bill s

on you. The third component

legislator is a specific
reference to the particular bill

800-282-0515
800-686-1556
800-582-CVSS
800-282-0880
800-282-0253
800-324-8680
877-7-PATROL
800-282-1780
800-BUCKEYE
800-251-OBES
800-282-9448
800-OHIO-BWC

www.ohio.gov

www.house.state.oh.us

Every legislator considers

many bills on a wide range
of subjects. Therefore, the first
essential aspect of an
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of a convincing letter is your advice to

your legislator as to how

you think he or

she should vote on the bill. &



State Representative

Joseph Uecker

APRIL LEGISLATIVE SWRVEY 66th House District

Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the
issues helps me to better represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to register

your opinion on the following topics. I look forward CONSTITUENT #1 CONSTITUENT #2

Do you consider an increase in fees and penalties t%s NO UNDECIDED

. . YES NO UNDECIDED
same as an increase in taxes?

Would you support legislation to allow gambling YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
facilities in Ohio?

Do you support extending the school year from 1804¢s No UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
200 instructional days?

Would you support a proposal that required drug ~ YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
testing for those who receive public assistance?

Do you support the exploration, discovery and YES NO UNDECIDED | YES NO UNDECIDED
production of oil and natural gas on public lands?

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below)
1.

2.

3.
COMMENTS:

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates through e-mail and/or by mail in the future, please
provide the following information.:
Name:

Address:
Phone Number: E-mail:

*Please either fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side, or e-mail your
thoughts and responses to us at district66@ohr.state.oh.us.

Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything I can do
to better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joseph Uecker, 77 South High St., District 66,
Columbus, OH 43215-6111; phone: (614) 466-8134; e-mail: districto6(@ohr.state.oh.us.



State Representative Joseph Uecker
77 S. High St., District 66
Columbus, OH 43216111

Put stamp here.
The Post Office
will not deliver ma
without proper

postage.




