
              S E R V I N G  T H E  6 6 T H  D I S T R I C T  

L E G I S L A T I V E  R E P O R T  

State Representative  

Joseph Uecker 

Dear Neighbors: 

 

My fellow members and I in the Ohio House of Representatives have spent the first year 

of the 128th General Assembly diligently working to craft legislation based on the issues 

that matter most to you and your family. We have focused our efforts on bringing jobs 

and economic recovery back to Ohio. Additionally, we have worked to create policies 

regarding controlled government spending, streamlined state expenditures and lower tax 

burdens for Ohioans. 

 
As your State Representative, I strive to serve as a direct link between my constituents 

and state government. I have the privilege to go to work in the Statehouse because of the 

residents in House District 66, and I fully intend on serving you to the best of my ability. 

 

As I work for transparent, responsible government here in the Columbus, it is important 

for me to hear from you so that I can best represent your views and opinions. Attached to 

this letter is a survey, which is an opportunity to make your voice heard. You may return 

your response by mail or e-mail your thoughts to District66@ohr.state.oh.us.  

 

My goal is for this newsletter to help keep you informed about what is happening here in 

Columbus. Inside, you will find articles detailing current legislation and proposals to 

bring jobs and businesses back to Ohio. 

 

As always, please contact my office at (614) 466-8134 or write to me, State 

Representative Joseph Uecker, at 77 S. High St. Columbus, OH 43215 with any questions 

or concerns. 

   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joseph Uecker 

State Representative  

Ohio House District 66 

J O S E P H  U E C K E R  

 

Term in Office: 3rd 

Hometown: Miami 

                    Township 

Committees: 

 

Commerce and Labor  

Ranking Member 

Criminal Justice 

Public Utilities 

Transportation and  

Infrastructure 

 

 

 

W ith hundreds of pieces of legislation to consider every year, legislators in 

Columbus need the opinion, advice and specialized knowledge of their 

constituents to guide them. It is impossible for any legislator to have detailed 

knowledge of the technicalities of every bill he or she must consider.  

 

This means that even if you oppose a bill, legislators welcome your letters because 

you are providing them with knowledge they need to make decisions. d  

 

YOUR LEGISLATOR 

NEEDS 
YOUR HELP 
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REENERGIZING OHIOôS ECONOMY FOR THE FUTURE 
There is no question that our stateôs 

current economy is one of the worst 

in years. In a 2009 report 

conducted by the American 

Legislative Exchange Council 

(ALEC), Ohio was ranked 49th in 

economic performance on the 

n a t i o n a l  S t a t e  Ec o n o m i c 

Competitiveness Index.  

 

Additionally, according to the Ohio 

Department of Job and Family 

Services (ODJFS), nearly 200,000 

Ohioans have lost their jobs since 

2007.  

 

Despite these bleak 

s t a t i s t i c s ,  m y 

colleagues and I in the 

Legislature have hope 

in the future of Ohio. 

Since the beginning of 

this General Assembly, we have 

been working on numerous 

proposals that, when enacted, will 

spur economic development in our 

state by creating jobs and 

encouraging industry growth. A 

package of 10 of these proposals 

was unveiled in September at a 

series of news conferences across 

the state. 

 

Many of the proposals offered as 

part of ñThe Future of Ohioò 

package would provide long-term 

job creation, economic stimulus 

and far greater revenue in state 

income than costs.  Every job 

created by these proposals would 

have a multiplier effect on the 

economy and would increase tax 

revenues for state and local 

government. The proposals were 

drawn from discussions with 

constituents and small business 

owners across Ohio.  

 

SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES 

According to the Small Business 

Administration, small businesses 

represent 99.7 percent of employers 

and contribute 60 to 80 percent of 

new jobs annually. Legislation has 

been introduced to benefit the small 

bus inesses that  keep our 

hometowns thriving and  economy 

s t r o n g .  T o  g i v e  n o v i c e 

entrepreneurs a competitive edge, 

House Bill 383 would create an 

online small business 

resource portal on the 

Ohio Department of 

D evelopmentôs 

(ODOD) web site to 

offer information and 

help.  

 

Additionally, House Bill 311 

creates a series of small business 

reforms to help small businesses 

cut through red tape and provide 

accountability in crafting agency 

regulations. With that, another 

proposal would authorize the 

creation of a low- to zero-interest 

loan program for small businesses 

through the local business linked 

deposit program. 

 

EMPLOYER INCENTIVES 

House Bill 277 has been introduced 

to offer encouragement for 

employers to hire previously 

unemployed individuals. This 

legislation gives Ohio businesses a 

$2,400 tax credit for each employee 

hired by the company so long as 

the employee was unemployed for 

four consecutive weeks prior to the 

hiring date and is employed for a 

period of at least two years. 

 

 

Additionally, House Bill 320 has 

been introduced as companion 

legislation to a bill in the Ohio 

Senate that addresses private sector 

compensatory time. The proposal 

would provide more flexibility in 

allowing employers to grant 

compensatory time and paid time 

off work to promote a more family-

friendly work environment. 

 

MEASURE OF SUCCESS 

It is difficult for a business to know 

where things are or are not working 

unless adequate feedback is 

providedðan idea that can also be 

applied to the State of Ohio. House 

Bill 346 will supply the leaders of 

the General Assembly with the 

annual ODJFS Report to the U.S. 

Department of Labor and make it 

available on their web site to track 

job placement success. 

 

Additionally, it is important for the 

ODOD to examine why Ohio-based 

companies choose to relocate to 

other states. To refocus our state 

priorities, House Bill 337 would 

require the ODOD to develop a 

standard questionnaire to elicit 

reasons for companies relocating 

out of state and report its findings 

with the Legislature.  
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In 2009, Ohio faced economic 

hardships not seen in nearly 70 

years. Unemployment rates 

dramatically increased to the 

highest figures Ohioôs seen in more 

than two decades at 11.2 percent. 

Additionally, once-prominent 

business sectors for our economy 

suffered dramatic losses. And the 

vital state services that Ohioans 

have come to rely on have had their 

budgets slashed, leaving them to 

function with minimum funding. 

 

These times call for immediate 

action, yet the combination of an 

unbalanced budget and the 

continuing decline of revenue has 

led to our current  deficit of nearly 

$900 million. As we reflect on the 

accomplishments of the first year in 

the 128th General Assembly, it is 

miniscule in comparison to what 

could have been done. With that, 

Iôd like to take a moment to touch 

on some significant pieces of 

legislation that passed from the 

Ohio House in 2009, and then look 

at additional ideas that could 

benefit our fellow Ohioans. 

 

STATE OPERATING BUDGET 
Unlike the federal government, 

Ohio is constitutionally obligated to 

balance revenues and expenditures 

on a biennial basis. House 

Bill 1 was the state 

operating budget, a 3,500-

page, $50.5 billion budget 

that passed the Legislature 

in July. Some of the key 

issues that arose during 

budget discussions were 

the allocation of federal stimulus 

dollars, education reforms, funding 

for higher education, and strategies 

to promote economic development 

and create jobs in Ohio.  

 

The bill succeeded in including the 

reauthorization of four existing tax 

credits for Ohioans:  job retention, 

job creation, technology investment 

and venture capital credits. It also 

established new tax credits to draw 

Hollywood film production and 

sporting events to our state. 

 

While the budget did not impose 

any new taxes on Ohioans, it 

initiated more than $1 billion in 

fees, fines and penalties as a 

fundraiser for the state.  

 

ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION 
The Ohio Legislature made some 

positive steps this General 

Assembly in recognizing groups 

worthy of acknowledgment. 

Through the passage of House Bill 

150, August was designated as 

Ohio Military Family Month for all 

families who selflessly sacrifice for 

the sake of their country.  

 

Additionally, moving Ohio away 

from stereotypes and into a new 

age of acceptance, the Ohio House 

voted positively on Senate Bill 79 

to remove ñMental Retardationò 

from the name of 

t h e  O h i o 

Department of 

Developmental 

Disabilities. In 

the midst of a 

blood shortage 

this summer, the 

Legislature marked House Bill 67 

as high priority to allow 16-year-

olds to donate blood with parental 

consent. 

 

CURRENT PROPOSALS 
The most recently introduced bill in 

ñThe Future of Ohioò jobs package 

p r o p o s a l , 

House Bi l l 

388 would 

require any 

legis lat ion                                     
 

that 

appropriates 

money or 

raises taxes 

to be made 

publicly 

available for at least 48 hours prior 

to consideration by the House or 

Senate.  

 

House Bills 144 and 360 are similar 

pieces of legislation that would 

implement income tax credits for 

college graduates and those who 

obtain journeyperson status in a 

trade, to encourage residency in 

Ohio. 

 

When enacted, the proposals would  

work to create jobs, reduce 

wasteful government spending and 

increase accountabi l i t y to 

contribute to Ohioôs economic 

recovery.  

 

With 2009 behind us, my 

colleagues and I are looking 

forward to many bipartisan 

conversations in 2010. There is 

much work to be done and viable 

initiatives to be explored, so we 

may begin to work to ensure Ohioôs 

future. d 

OHIO HOUSE WORKING FOR YOU 



CONSTITUENT  

SERVICES  
 

 

It is important for me to hear the 

opinions and concerns of  

constituents in the district.  

 

You can reach me by mail, phone, fax 

or e-mail. My staff or I will assist you 

in any way we can. 

 

77 South High Street,  

District 66 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

 

Columbus Office:  

(614) 466-8134 

 

E-mail:  

district66@ohr.state.oh.us 
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Every legislator considers 

many bills on a wide range 

of subjects. Therefore, the first 

essential aspect of an 

effective letter to a 

legislator is a specific 

reference to the particular bill 

which interests you. The 

second important element is a 

brief description of the effect 

the billôs provisions will have 

on you. The third component 

of a convincing letter is your advice to 

your legislator as to how you think he or 

she should vote on the bill. d 

 

HOW TO  

WRITE 
YOUR LEGISLATOR 

 

CONTACTING YOUR 

STATE GOVERNMENT: 

Attorney General Consumer Protection  

Child Support Hotline 

Crime Victim Assistance 

Home Energy Assistance Program 

Legislative Information 

Medicaid Consumer Hotline 

State Highway Patrol (Highway Help) 

Tax Questions 

Travel and Tourism 

Unemployment Hotline 

Utility Consumer Complaints 

Workersô Compensation 

 

Ohio Web site 

House Web site 

800-282-0515 

800-686-1556 

800-582-CVSS 

800-282-0880 

800-282-0253 

800-324-8680 

877-7-PATROL 

800-282-1780 

800-BUCKEYE 

800-251-OBES 

800-282-9448 

800-OHIO-BWC 

 

www.ohio.gov 

www.house.state.oh.us 

HELPFUL STATE TOLL-FREE NUMBERS 



FEBRUARY LEGISLATIVE SURVEY 

Please list what you believe are the top three issues facing Ohio today. (Write answer below) 

       1.______________________________________________________________________________________ 

       2.______________________________________________________________________________________                 

       3.______________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to receive information and legislative updates through e-mail and/or by mail in the future, 

please provide the following information.: 

 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________ 

 

Please fold and return this form to me at the address listed on the reverse side or e-mail it to 

District66@ohr.state.oh.us. 

 

Thank you very much for your time in thinking through and answering these questions. If there is anything I 

can do to better serve you, please contact me: State Representative Joseph Uecker, 77 South High St., District 

66, Columbus, OH 43215-6111; phone: (614) 466-8134; e-mail: district66@ohr.state.oh.us. 

State Representative 

Joseph Uecker 
66th House District 

Your views on issues facing state government are important to me. Knowing where you stand on the issues helps me to 

better represent your views in the state Legislature. Please take the time to voice your opinion on the following topics. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Support 

Oppose 

Unsure 

Would you support or oppose a program that allowed those in need of state assistance, who are unemployed for 

over a year, to provide hours of service at local non p̀rofits or state agencies in exchange for public financial 

assistance? 

Do you support or oppose a program that will give tax credits to businesses who hire individuals currently on 

unemployment and sustain that employee for at least two years?  

Support 

Oppose 

Unsure 

Would you support or oppose a proposal that requires the state and local governments to post their revenues and 

expenditures on the Internet for citizens to review? 

Support 

Oppose 

Unsure 

Do you support providing partial scholarships to high school students who graduate early to make K-12 

education more cost efficient?  
Support 

Oppose 

Unsure 

Do you support or oppose the consolidation of government agencies as a cost s̀avings measure?   

Support 

Oppose 

Unsure 



State Representative Joseph Uecker 
77 S. High St., District 66 
Columbus, OH 43215-6111 

Put stamp here. 

The Post Office 

will not deliver mail 

without proper 

postage. 
 

________________________

________________________

________________________ 


